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PRELUDE 


iAmong  the  lamentswbicb  arose  from  the  sorrow- 
ing heart  of  the  great  public  that  loved  Eugene 
Field,  laments  that  bis  voice  should  have  been  si- 
lenced when  its  note  was  at  its  tenderest  and  clear- 
est, there  have  been  many  wishes  that  more  of  his 
exquisite  songs  should  be  set  to  music. 

In  all  of  Field's  verse,  in  even  the  broadly  comic, 
there  is  a  markedly  lyrical  quality  which  invari- 
ably suggests  a  musical  setting;  and  yet  in  few  in- 
stances were  these  verses  written  with  any  thought 
of  their  musical  adaptability.  This  quality  was 
the  inevitable  accent  of  his  song,  as  natural  and  as 
necessary  as  the  flavor  of  a  fruit  and  the  fragrance 
of  a  flower.  The  purpose  of  this  collection  is  to 
meet  the  demand  for  musical  settings  of  Field's 
verse,  its  aim  to  express  its  lyrical  quality  as  nat- 
urally and  simply  as  possible.    The  versatility  dis- 
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played  in  the  varied  themes  of  these  lyrics  is.  as  re- 
markable as  their  suggestiveness  to  the  composer. 

The  peculiar  genius  displayed  in  Field's  verses 
of  childhood  dictated  the  prevailing  character  of 
this  colledion,  which  was  finally  adhered  to 
throughout,  so  that  the  volume  should  be  both  har- 
monious and  homogeneous. 

Jls  the  poet  was  eminently  and  always  heartily 
Jlmerican  and  of  his  own  country,  the  composers 
selected  by  the  Editor  to  set  bis  verses  are  likewise 
z/lmerican,  and  tbeirnames  representative  as  such 
and  as  song-writers.  Fifteen  out  of  the  twenty 
songs  have  been  written  especially  for  this  work, 
the  other  five  being  included  therein  by  Special  ar- 
rangement with  the  publishers. 


New  York, 
October  27,  1896. 


Reginald  deKoi^en. 
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high  and  swing  low  While  the  breez-es  they  blow ;  Swing  high,  swing  high,  swing  low, It's 
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LITTLE-OH-DEAR 


SEE,  what  a  wonderful  garden  is  here, 
Planted  and  trimmed  for  my  Little-Oh-Dear! 
Posies  so  gaudy  and  grass  of  such  brown- 
Search  ye  the  country  and  hunt  ye  the  town 
And  never  ye  '11  meet  with  a  garden  so  queer 
As  this  one  I  've  made  for  my  Little-Oh-Dear! 


Marigolds  white  and  buttercups  blue, 
Lilies  all  dabbled  with  honey  and  dew. 
The  cactus  that  trails  over  trellis  and  wall, 
Roses  and  pansies  and  violets— all 
Make  proper  obeisance  and  reverent  cheer 
When  into  her  garden  steps  Little-Oh-Dear. 


And  up  at  the  top  of  that  lavender-tree 

A  silver-bird  singeth  as  only  can  she; 

For,  ever  and  only,  she  singeth  the  song 

"I  love  you— I  love  you!"  the  happy  day  long;— 

Then  the  echo— the  echo  that  smiteth  me  here! 

"  I  love  you,  I  love  you,"  my  Little-Oh-Dear! 


The  garden  may  wither,  the  silver-bird  fly- 
But  what  careth  my  little  precious,  or  I? 
Prom  her  pathway  of  flowers  that  in  springtime  upstart 
She  walketh  the  tenderer  way  in  my  heart. 
And,  oh,  it  is  always  the  summer-time  here 
With  that  song  of  "I  love  you,"  my  Little-Oh-Dear! 
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THE   DOLL'S  WOOING 

THE  little  French  doll  was  a  dear  little  doll 
Tricked  out  in  the  sweetest  of  dresses; 
Her  eyes  were  of  hue 
A  most  delicate  blue, 
And  dark  as  the  night  were  her  tresses; 
Her  dear  little  mouth  was  fluted  and  red, 
And  this  little  French  doll  was  so  very  well  bred 
That  whenever  accosted  her  little  mouth  said: 
"Mamma!  mamma!" 

The  stockinet  doll,  with  one  arm  and  one  leg, 
Had  once  been  a  handsome  young  fellow, 
But  now  he  appeared 
Rather  frowzy  and  bleared 
In  his  torn  regimentals  of  yellow; 
Yet  his  heart  gave  a  curious  thump  as  he  lay 
In  the  little  toy  cart  near  the  window  one  day 
And  heard  the  sweet  voice  of  that  French  dolly  say; 
"  Mamma!  mamma! " 

He  listened  so  long  and  he  listened  so  hard 
That  anon  he  grew  ever  so  tender, 
For  it 's  everywhere  known 
That  the  feminine  tone 
Gets  away  with  all  masculine  gender! 
He  up  and  he  wooed  her  with  soldierly  zest, 
But  all  she  'd  reply  to  the  love  he  professed 
Were  these,  plaintive  words  (which  perhaps  you  have  guessed) : 
"  Mamma!  mamma! " 

Her  mother— a  sweet  little  lady  of  five- 
Vouchsafed  her  parental  protection,  _    _  . 
And  although  stockinet 
Was  n't  blue-blooded,  yet 
She  really  could  make  no  objection! 
So  soldier  and  dolly  were  wedded  one  day. 
And  a  moment  ago,  as  I  journeyed  that  way, 
I  'm  sure  that  I  heard  a  wee  baby  voice  say: 
"  Mamma!  mamma! " 
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NIGHTFALL  IN   DORDRECHT 

THE  mill  goes  toiling  slowly  around 
With  steady  and  solemn  creali, 
And  my  little  one  hears  in  the  kindly  sound 
The  voice  of  the  old  mill  speak. 
While  round  and  round  those  big  white  wings 

Grimly  and  ghostlike  creep, 
My  little  one  hears  that  the  old  mill  sings: 
"Sleep,  little  tulip,  sleep!" 

The  sails  are  reefed  and  the  nets  are  drawn, 

And,  over  his  pot  of  beer. 
The  iisher,  against  the  morrow's  da-mi. 

Lustily  maketh  cheer; 
He  mocks  at  the  winds  that  caper  along 

From  the  far-off  clamorous  deep- 
But  we— we  love  their  lullaby  song 

Of  "Sleep,  little  tulip,  sleep!" 

Old  dog  Fritz  in  slumber  sound 

Groans  of  the  stony  mart- 
To-morrow  how  proudly  he  '11  trot  you  round. 

Hitched  to  our  new  milk-cart! 
And  you  shall  help  me  blanket  the  kine 

And  fold  the  gentle  sheep 
And  set  the  herring  a-soak  in  brine— 

But  now,  little  tulip,  sleep! 

A  Dream-One  comes  to  button  the  eyes 

That  wearily  droop  and  blink. 
While  the  old  mill  buffets  the  frowning  skies 

And  scolds  at  the  stars  that  wink; 
Over  your  face  the  misty  wings 

Of  that  beautiful  Dream-One  sweep. 
And  rocking  your  cradle  she  softly  sings: 

"Sleep,  little  tulip,  sleep!" 
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"FIDDLE-DEE-DEE" 


r  I  ">HERE  once  was  a  bird  that  lived  up  in  a  tree, 

And  all  he  could  whistle  was  "  Fiddle-dee-dee  " — 


1 


A  very  provoking,  unmusical  song 
For  one  to  be  whistling  the  summer  day  long! 
Yet  always  contented  and  busy  was  he 
With  that  vocal  recurrence  of  "  Fiddle-dee-dee." 


Hard  by  lived  a  brave  little  soldier  of  four, 

That  weird  iteration  repented  him  sore; 

"I  prithee,  Dear-Mother-Mine!  fetch  me  my  gun. 

For,  by  our  St.  Didy!  the  deed  must  be  done 

That  shall  presently  rid  all  creation  and  me 

Of  that  ominous  bird  and  his  '  Fiddle-dee-dee ' ! " 


^3^,'  '^Z 


Then  out  came  Dear-Mother-Mine,  bringing  her  son 

His  awfully  truculent  little  red  gun; 

The  stock  was  of  pine  and  the  barrel  of  tin. 

The  "  bang  "  it  came  out  where  the  bullet  went  in— 

The  right  kind  of  weapon,  I  think  you  '11  agree, 

For  slaying  all  fowl  that  go  "  Fiddle-dee-dee  "  ! 

The  brave  little  soldier  quoth  never  a  word. 

But  he  up  and  he  drew  a  straight  bead  on  that  bird; 

And,  while  that  vain  creature  provokingly  sang, 

The  gun  it  went  off  with  a  terrible  bang! 

Then  loud  laughed  the  youth— "By  my  Bottle,"  cried  he, 

"  I  've  put  a  quietus  on  '  Fiddle-dee-dee ' ! " 

Out  came  then  Dear-Mother-Mine,  saying:  "My  son. 
Right  well  have  you  wrought  with  your  little  red  gun! 
Hereafter  no  evil  at  all  need  I  fear. 
With  such  a  brave  soldier  as  You-My-Love  here!" 
She  kissed  the  dear  boy. 

[The  bird  in  the  tree 
Continued  to  whistle  his  "  Fiddle-dee-dee  "  !] 
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DUTCH   LULLABY 

''YNKEN,  Blynken,  and  Nod  one  night 

Sailed  off  in  a  wooden  shoe, — 
Sailed  on  a  river  of  misty  light 
Into  a  sea  of  dew. 
"Where  are  you  going,  and  what  do  you  wish?' 

The  old  moon  asked  the  three. 
"  We  have  come  to  fish  for  the  herring-fish 
That  live  in  this  beautiful  sea; 
Nets  of  silver  and  gold  have  we," 
Said  Wynken, 

Blynken, 


And  Nod. 
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All  night  long  their  nets  they  threw 
For  the  fish  in  the  twinkling  foam. 
Then  down  from  the  sky  came  the  wooden  shoe. 

Bringing  the  fishermen  home; 
'T  was  all  so  pretty  a  sail,  it  seemed 

As  if  it  could  not  be; 
And  some  folk  thought 't  was  a  dream  they  'd  dreamed 
Of  sailing  that  beautiful  sea; 
But  I  shall  name  you  the  fishermen  three: 
Wynken, 

Blynken, 

And  Nod. 

Wynken  and  Blynken  are  two  little  eyes. 

And  Nod  is  a  little  head, 
And  the  wooden  shoe  that  sailed  the  skies 

Is  a  wee  one's  trundle-bed; 
So  shut  your  eyes  while  Mother  sings 

Of  wonderful  sights  that  be. 
And  you  shall  see  the  beautiful  things 
As  you  rock  on  the  misty  sea 
Where  the  old  shoe  rocked  the  fishermen  three,— 
Wynken, 

Blynken, 

And  Nod. 
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THE  DlNKEY-BlRD 


IN  an  ocean,  'way  out  yonder 
(As  all  sapient  people  know), 
Is  the  land  of  Wonder-Wander, 
Whither  children  love  to  go; 
It 's  their  playing,  romping,  swinging, 

That  give  great  joy  to  me 
While  the  Dinkey-Bird  goes  singing 
In  the  amf alula  tree! 

There  the  gum-drops  grow  like  cherries. 

And  taffy  's  thick  as  peas— 
Caramels  you  pick  like  berries 

When,  and  where,  and  how  you  please; 
Big  red  sugar-plums  are  clinging 

To  the  cliffs  beside  that  sea 
Where  the  Dinkey-Bird  is  singing 

In  the  amfalula  tree. 

So  when  children  shout  and  scamper 

And  make  merry  all  the  day. 
When  there  's  naught  to  put  a  damper 

To  the  ardor  of  their  play; 
When  I  hear  their  laughter  ringing. 

Then  I  'm  sure  as  sure  can  be 
That  the  Dinkey-Bird  is  singing 

In  the  amfalula  tree. 


For  the  Dinkey-Bird's  bravuras 

And  staccatos  are  so  sweet— 
His  roulades,  appoggiaturas, 

And  robustos  so  complete. 
That  the  youth  of  every  nation— 

Be  they  near  or  far  away— 
Have  especial  delectation 

In  that  gladsome  roundelay. 

Their  eyes  grow  bright  and  brighter. 

Their  lungs  begin  to  crow. 
Their  hearts  get  light  and  lighter. 

And  their  cheeks  are  all  aglow; 
For  an  echo  cometh  bringing 

The  news  to  all  and  me. 
That  the  Dinkey-Bird  is  singing 

In  the  amfalula  tree. 

I  'm  sure  you  like  to  go  there 

To  see  your  feathered  friend— 
And  so  many  goodies  grow  there 

You  would  like  to  comprehend! 
S])nd,  little  dreams,  your  winging 

To  that  land  across  the  sea 
Where  the  Dinkey-Bird  is  singing 

In  the  amfalula  tree! 
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Allegretto  scherznndo. 
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